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Add 1%, Gain Thousands! 
 
Building Organic Matter is the cornerstone of biological farming and the Key to 
healthy soil.  OM is essential to have healthy soil and profitable crops.  In previous 
Groundworks, we have explored the many 
benefits to building Organic Matter that can be 
achieved by implementing a good Residue 
Management program.  OM has a dramatic 
impact on your farm’s productivity and 
profitability.   
 
High Organic Matter in your soil is becoming even more important as input costs 
increase, rises in market volatility, supply chains are disrupted, as well as changes 
in climate and an increase in extreme weather patterns develop.  
 Just think………What would be the alternative if you could no longer purchase the 
fertilizer you need?  Is your soil Alive?  Are you turning your “Trash” into Treasure?  
Can your Nutrient Bank fill the gap?   
 
CASE STUDY:   Building Organic Matter using Biological Farming Practices 
 
With permission from our South neighbors, we pulled samples from fields that have 
been biologically farmed for several years, and adjoining conventionally farmed 
fields with the same soil types.  Soils were tested by Midwest Laboratories.  Our 
soil samples were segmented into:  
 
 (a) top three inches, (b) three-to-six inches, and (c) six-to-12 inches.  
 

https://agrienergysolutions.com/groundworks/
https://agrienergysolutions.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/residuce_management__20221018_literature.pdf
https://agrienergysolutions.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/residuce_management__20221018_literature.pdf
https://agrienergysolutions.com/groundwork/


The results showed that in 
every instance the organic 
matter was higher on the 
biologically farmed field 
than on the neighboring 
conventionally farmed field. 
 
The difference across a line 
where a fence once stood 
was amazing!!!   So…..we 
checked another side of the 
same farm.  
 

 
This time, we compared our soils to the conventionally-farmed soils adjoining our 
West boundary. Here are the results of this test: 
 

 
Even more dramatic! 
Averaging these two sites, 
the biologically farmed soil 
has 3.9% organic matter 
compared to 2.9% on 
conventionally farmed soils. 
that’s 
1% MORE ORGANIC 
MATTER !! 
 

Click HERE for more Case Studies  
 
So what is 1% Organic Matter Worth? 
 
It is difficult to put an exact value on Organic Matter due to the many benefits it 
serves in addition to financial gains.  When looking at just the potential fertilizer 
savings, take a look at these CASE STUDIES on reduced inputs, and think of what it 
could mean on your farm!  We encourage you to take a moment to calculate your 
potential savings if you implement a good Residue Management Program and 
start investing in your Nutrient Bank today to profitably Grow tomorrow. 
 
Consult your AgriEnergy Dealer or representative to help you determine which 
fall program will be best solution on your farm to start building your Organic 
Matter.  We wish you a safe and prosperous harvest season!! 
 

Location
OM % 
Hole A

OM % 
Hole B Average Advantage

Advantage Over 
Neighbor %

0-3"
AER 4 3.3 3.65 1.05 40%
West Neighbor 2.7 2.5 2.6
3-6"
AER 4.1 3.5 3.8 1.25 49%
West Neighbor 2.7 2.4 2.55
6-12"
AER 2.6 3.1 2.85 0.25 9.60%
West Neighbor 2.7 2.5 2.6

   Organic Matter Results For AER and WEST Neighbor, Princeton, IL

Location
OM % 
Hole A

OM % 
Hole B Average Advantage

Advantage Over 
Neighbor %

0-3"
AER 4.1 3.5 3.8 0.7 23%
South Neighbor 2.9 3.3 3.1
3-6"
AER 4.8 3.8 4.3 0.9 26.50%
South Neighbor 3.2 3.6 3.4
6-12"
AER 3.2 3.5 3.35 0.3 9.80%
South Neighbor 2.8 3.3 3.05

   Organic Matter Results For AER and South Neighbor, Princeton, IL

https://agrienergysolutions.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/Residuce-Case-Studies-and-Benefits-doc.pdf
http://agrienergysolutions.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/Residuce-Case-Studies-and-Benefits-doc.pdf
https://agrienergysolutions.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/residuce_management__20221018_literature.pdf
https://agrienergysolutions.com/dealer-locator/


Additional Information can be found on our website by clicking the below links: 
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Phone: (815)915-8088 
717 South Main Street, Princeton, IL 61356  
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