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FOLIARS – RECIPE FOR SUCCESS 

Many growers got off to a late start this year.  Although this planting season is not 
yet wrapped up, it is time to start looking ahead to the growing season.  Foliar 
applications can boost your crop health and yield when the proper blend is 
applied.  Foliar feeding has its place in a whole season fertility plan with early 
foliars being applied during the V-2 to V-5 timeframe. 

V-5 may be here for some, or is just around the corner for others.  It’s a very 
critical growth stage for both corn and soybeans.  At V5, your plants are 
preparing to head into their reproductive stages, so their health and nutrient 
status will have a big impact on your final yield. In corn, the number of kernel 
rows per ear will be determined by V5, making V5 a critical time for adequate 
plant nutrition. 

 
What situations merit a foliar? 
 
Making a good crop better. If you have a good population and the crop is 
doing well, you might choose to feed the “hidden hunger” to achieve more of the 
plants’ genetic potential. 
Growth stages. Most crops have periods when an extra boost can make bigger 
differences. For example: in corn, potential timings would be (1) V-5 for rows 
around, (2) pre-tassel for ear length, and (3) brown silk to fill the ear  
After tissue testing. This is common in high value crops. What is your crop’s 
value? Do some tissue and soil testing for a whole-season fertility plan. Make 
corrections in-season and keep records for potential soil amendments for the 
future. 
 
 

https://agrienergysolutions.com/groundwork/


Nutrient Deficiencies.  Nutrients such as Nitrogen, Phosphorus, Potassium, and 
Calcium play a huge role in the health and yield of your crop.  Some nutrients may 
leach in heavy rains or may be unavailable when needed due to environmental 
factors or being “tied up” from imbalances.  A foliar application can feed your crop 
with plant-available nutrients before your next soil application.  
Trace elements. We routinely add a “buffet” of traces when foliar feeding to 
cover hidden hunger. Little doses can realize huge gains. 
Forages. Producers that routinely apply fertility after each cutting or grazing 
obtain the best yields and significantly higher quality.   
Moisture. If you are in a dry climate without irrigation you need to be 
opportunistic when the rain comes. Apply fertility ahead of or during your normal 
wet time and when rain events happen.  
High value crops. Many vegetables have inadequate root systems for their 
yield potential. Foliar feeding is routine and profitable when growing these crops. 
Leaf damage. After hail, wind, detasseling and similar stresses, foliar feeding 
helps the crop stabilize itself. 
Glyphosate. Trace element deficiencies, especially manganese, are observed 
after glyphosate applications. We have trace elements that can be applied with 
glyphosate or you may choose to apply fertility 10 days later. 

We encourage every grower to evaluate their situation to see if it merits a foliar 
application.  If you haven’t tried a foliar on your crop, it is highly recommended to 
at least do a trial in order to directly compare your normal fertility program to the 
addition of a foliar application.  This will be a good opportunity to evaluate the 
effectiveness and extra yields that can be realized.   

While choosing the products or blends to use can seem complicated, we can 
simplify this with some basic information and help you develop a Recipe for 
Success.  However, as a general recommendation, the below products have 
proven effective for foliar applications. 

General Recommendations for a Foliar Application 
 

• Conventional growers... AgriBoost PK has shown great results 
when applied at 2-4 gallons/acre. It's a complete package including 
N,P,K along with some traces: zinc, manganese, boron, copper, iron, 
magnesium, and carbons. 

• Organic growers... Pillar is a great option when applied at 3-4 
gallons/acre. It's a complete blend including nitrogen, phosphorous, 
potassium, zinc, manganese, boron, copper, and various carbon sources. 
NForce is a great Nitrogen source. 

• ALL growers... MVP at 1-2 gallons/acre can be added to any foliar 
application to add biology to cycle nutrients and boost effectiveness.  If 
you're needing a specific micronutrient, our Biomin line of trace minerals 
can be added into the tank as well.  
If you're looking for an adjuvant to help the plant better absorb essential 
nutrients, we'd recommend Wakeup Summer for conventional growers 
and OroBoost as a penetrant for organic crops. 

 

https://od.lk/f/NzVfMjg0NjIzNjhf
https://od.lk/f/NzVfMjgzMjg0Njdf
https://od.lk/f/NzVfMjg0NjI2MjFf
https://od.lk/f/NzVfMjg3NzQwMTlf
https://jhbiotech.com/docs/Biomin-Cal-Boro-2020.pdf
https://od.lk/f/NzVfMjg0NjI4MDFf
https://od.lk/f/NzVfMjg0NjI3Mjlf


In our next Groundwork, we’ll dig a little deeper on some Foliar products to boost 
your crops’ potential. 

Consult your AgriEnergy representative to assist with developing a practical and 
profitable foliar program. Let us help you determine which foliar program may be 
the best mix to boost your crop! 
 

Additional Information can be found on our website by clicking the below links: 
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Video Series - Biological Farming 
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